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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1961. 

The  health  of  the  Borough  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 
Infectious  Diseases  did  not  present  any  special  difficulty,  apart  from  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles.  This  disease  tends  to  reach  a 
peak  in  alternate  years,  following  a  relative  freedom  from  the  disease 
during  the  previous  years. 

Immunisation'  does  much  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
and  modifies  the  severity  of  an  attack  should  a  child  develop  the  disease. 
Better  hygiene  in  the  home  and  constant  supervision  of  water  supplies  and 
inspection  of  foodstuffs  play  their  part  in  promoting  a  healthy  community. 

The  effect  of  noise  on  the  health  of  the  community  is  a  problem  which 
is  being  brought  to  our  attention  more  often  nowadays.  When  new 
industry  appears,  or  extension  to  existing  mechanical  processes  takes  place, 
there  is  usually  some  additional  annoyance  to  near  by  residents  and  it  it 
necessary  to  take  all  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent  undue  noise,  but  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  eliminate  it  altogether.  One  must  weigh  the 
advantages  of  industry  providing  the  advantages  of  employment  and  pros¬ 
perity  against  the  inconvenience  caused  to  a  minority  of  the  population. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  co-operation  in  Public  Health 
matters;  Mr.  Brocklebank  and  Mr.  Land  for  their  keen  interest  which 
contributed  to  the  success  in  the  matter  of  environmental  health.  I  must 
also  thank  other  members  of  the  Corporation  staff  for  their  help  and  advice 
during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  show  my  appreciation  of  the  help  given 
to  me  by  my  secretary,  Mr.  Lewis,  who  relieves  me  of  a  great  deal  of  the 
clerical  and  statistical  work  of  the  department  and  can  always  be  relied  upon 
to  perform  his  very  responsible  duties  in  a  most  efficient  manner. 

G.  R.  THORPE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  LOUTH 

Public  Health  Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

G.  R.  THORPE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

J.  A.  H.  BROCKLEBANK,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

E.  A.  LAND,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Surveyor  : 

J.  C.  BARBER,  A.M.Inst.M.,  &  CyE. 

Housing  Manager  : 

L.  COPLAND,  A.I.Hsg. 


SECTION  A 


Social  Conditions  and  General  Statistics 


Area  of  Borough  in  Acres  .  2,812 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid  year  Home  Population  ....  11,400 

Density  per  acre  .  4.05 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1961  .  3,767 

Rateable  Value  of  inhabited  houses  .  £76,402 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate  .  £580 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(Note — Figures  in  brackets  show  corresponding  rates 
for  England  and  Wales). 

BIRTHS 


Live 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

180 

102 

78 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

185 

105 

80 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  for  comparative  purposes 
(Comparability  factor  1.03) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent  of  total  live  births) 


16.23 

16.7  (17.4) 

2.7 
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(b)  Still  Birth 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

5 


Male 

3 


Female 

2 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  0.44 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births  26.3  (19.1) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  : —  190 


DEATHS 

Total  Male 

159  81 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Standardised  Death  Rate  (Comparability  factor  0.83) 


Female 

78 

13.95 

11.6  (12.0) 


Infant  Deaths  Male  Female 

(a)  Under  12  months 

Legitimate  —  3 

Illegitimate  —  — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  16.21  (21.6) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births  16.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births  Nil 


(b)  Under  4  Weeks 


Male  Female 


Legitimate  —  2 

Illegitimate  —  — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  10.8  (15.5) 


(c)  Under  1  Week 


Male  Female 


Legitimate  —  2 

Illegitimate  —  — 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  for  1,000  total  Live  Births  10.8 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  36.8  (32.2) 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 


Infant  Deaths — Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death. 


Age 

Anoxaemia -asphyxia -inspiration  meconium  1  hour 

Haemolytic  disease  of  the  newborn — 

Rhesus  incompatability  9  hours 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  6  weeks 
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Causes  of  Death  Male  Female 


1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis  — Other 

— 

— 

3. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

1 

4. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

— 

1 

6. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

— 

7. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

1 

8. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

3 

9. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

5 

10. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

11. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

12. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

11 

13. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

23 

7 

14. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

— 

15. 

Other  heart  disease 

10 

11 

16. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

8 

17. 

Influenza 

2 

1 

18. 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

19. 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

2 

21. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

22. 

Hyperpasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

23. 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

1 

24. 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

2 

12 

25. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

26. 

All  other  accidents 

— 

1 

27. 

Suicide 

1 

2 

81 


78 
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Table  1.  Ages  at  Death  for  1961. 


Ages  in  0/1  1/5  5/15  15/25  25/35  35/45  45/55  55/65  65/75  75/85  85+  Total 
Years 

Deaths  3  1  1  1  2  3  9  21  41  49  28  =  159 


Table  2.  Table  showing  ages  at  death  during  the  past  5  years  and 
the  averages  for  that  period  compared  with  those  for  1961. 


Year 

o/i 

1/5  5/15  15/25  25/35  35/45  45/55  55/65  65/75  75/85  85+ 

Total 

1960 

4 

1  1  — 

— 

1 

5 

21 

26 

59 

35 

=  153 

1959 

4 

1  —  1 

1 

12 

16 

39 

55 

22 

=  151 

1958 

4 

2—2 

— 

2 

6 

18 

52 

72 

28 

=  186 

1957 

5 

1  —  1 

— 

5 

8 

10 

26 

40 

21 

=  117 

1956 

5 

—  —  — 

— 

8 

4 

18 

33 

57 

31 

=  156 

Average 

numbers  4.4  1  0.2 

0.8  0.2 

3.2 

7 

16.6 

35.2 

56.6 

27.4 

152.6 

1961 

figures 

3 

1  1 

1  2 

3 

9 

21 

41 

49 

28 

=  159 

Table  3.  Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms  during  1961. 

Ages  in  Under  40/  40/45  45/50  50/55  55/60  60/65  65/70  70/75  75+  Total 
Years 

Cases  1  —  2  1  2  2  53  6  =  22 


Anatomical  Sites  of  Malignant  Neoplasms. 


Stomach 

Male 

Female 

1 

Total 

1 

Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

— 

3 

Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Other  Sites 

9 

5 

14 

12 

10 

22 
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An  increase  of  6  births  occurred  during  1961  giving  a  total  of  185 
births.  There  were  5  Still  births,  an  increase  of  2  over  the  previous  year. 

In  1961  6  more  deaths  than  in  the  previous  year  were  reported,  the 
total  being  159.  The  standardised  death  rate  was  11.6.  This  was  lower  than 
the  figure  for  the  country  as  a  whole  (12.0). 

Causes  of  Death. 

Malignant  neoplasms  caused  22  deaths,  a  reduction  of  8  from  the 
figure  30  for  1960.  Three  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung  are  included  in  this 
figure.  There  were  fewer  deaths  from  vascular  lesions  of  the  central  nervous 
system — 8  less  than  in  1960.  2  deaths  were  due  to  motor  vehicles  accidents 
and  1  accidental  death  was  reported.  3  cases  of  suicide  took  place  during 
the  year.  No  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  which  used  to  take  a  heavy  toll  of 
life  in  the  past,  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  table  of  deaths  at  various  ages  shows  that  nearly  half  the  deaths 
occurred  in  people  of  75  years  of  age  and  over,  28  of  them  in  the  age  group 
85+  years. 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

Once  again  I  should  like  to  thank  Dr.  J.  M.  Croli  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  Lincoln  for  kindly  reporting  on  the  various  samples 
which  are  sent  to  him  for  analysis.  251  samples  were  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
during  the  year. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  following  Clinic  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  towards  meeting  local  needs  in  the  preventive 
and  treatment  branches  of  medicine. 

A — Clinics  at  the  County  Council’s  premises,  32  Queen  Street,  Louth 
School  Children  : 

Each  Wednesday  2  to  4  p.m. 

Diphtheria  and  Combined 
Sessions  by  appointment. 

Child  Welfare  : 

(1)  Child  Welfare. 


(2)  Toddlers 

(3)  Diphtheria  &  Combined 
Immunisations 

Ante -natal  Mothercraft  and 
Relaxation. 

Dental : 

Speech  Therapy  : 

Chiropody  : 

Welfare  Foods  : 


Immunisations  and  Ultra  Violet  Light 


Each  Tuesday  2  to  4  p.m. 

(Doctor  attends  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
10.0  a.m. 

Tuesdays  (2nd  &  4th)  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays  2  p.m. 

Each  Thursday  2.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
By  Appointment. 

Mondays  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 

Alternate  Fridays  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 
Each  Tuesday  2  to  4  p.m. 
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B — At  the  Local  Hospitals  : 

County  Hospital,  Louth 
Out  Patient  Clinics 

Ophthalmology — Monday  10  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — Monday  2.30  p.m. 
Ante-natal — Monday  2.30  p.m. 

Dental — Monday  3  p.m. 

Genito -Urinary — Monday  11.30  a.m. 
Psychiatry — Tuesday  9.30  a.m. 

Surgical — Tuesday  2.30  p.m.  and 
Friday  2.30  p.m. 

Chest — Wednesday  9  a.m. 

Paediatric — Wednesday  2  p.m.  (The 

1st  Wednesday  in  each  month 
at  10  a.m.) 

Orthopaedic — Wednesday  9.30  a.m. 

and  Friday  9.30  a.m. 

Radiotherapy — Alternate  Thursdays  11  a.m. 
Gynaecology — Thursdays  2  p.m. 
Venereology — Thursdays  2  p.m. 

Medical — Thursdays  10  a.m.  and 
Fridays  10  a.m. 

Dermatology — Fridays  2  p.m. 

Radiology — Tuesday  and  Thursday 
School  Children’s 

Eye  Clinic — 1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  10  a.m. 


Louth  &  District  Hospital 
Out  Patient  Clinics 


Monday  2.30  p.m.  & 
Thursday  10.30  a.m. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  1961 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Case  rates  per  1,000  of 
estimated  population 

Measles 

85 

7.5 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

0.17 

Dysentery 

1 

0.08 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

*15.79 

Total 

91 

*per  1,000  (Live  and 
Still  Births) 

Measles  accounted  for  an  increase  in  the  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year,  there  being  85  cases  notified.  Measles  tends  to 
increase  in  alternate  years  and  1961  was  a  year  when  such  an  increase  was 
expected. 
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PROPHYLAXIS  MEASURES  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA, 
WHOOPING  COUGH,  SMALLPOX  AND  TETANUS. 


(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Under  5  Years 

5-14  years 

Booster 

Doses 

— 

1 

148 

(b)  Form  of  Prophylaxis. 

Under 

5  to 

10  to 

Age  in  years  1 

1 

2 

3 

4  9 

14 

Total 

Diphtheria  and 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and 

Whooping  Cough  44 

106 

18 

9 

7  32 

2 

218 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  — 
Whooping  Cough  — 

Whooping  Cough  and 

—  2 

2 

Tetanus  — 

44 

106 

18 

9 

7  34 

2 

220 

(c)  Smallpox 

0/1 

1/4 

5/14 

15+ 

Total 

Vaccination  64 

18 

6 

11 

99 

Re -Vaccination  — 

— 

8 

8 

(d)  Tetanus 


o/i 

1/4 

5/14 

15+ 

Total 

Vaccination 

_ 

1 

35 

3 

39 

Booster 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 


Whooping  Cough 
Tetanus 
Small -Pox 


Primary  treatments  Booster  injections 

Under  5  Over  5 

years 

184  (186) 

years 

37  (17)  148  (108) 

218  (187) 

260  (225) 

107  (89) 
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Protection  against  Infectious  Disease,  by  means  of  immunisation,  is  an 
important  feature  in  the  health  of  the  community.  The  response  of  parents 
in  consenting  to  their  children  being  immunised  continues  to  be  good. 
Very  few  refuse  permission.  40  more  children  received  booster  doses  for 
diphtheria  than  in  1960  and  31  more  children  received  other  combinations 
of  vaccine. 

107  vaccinations  were  carried  out  against  smallpox,  mostly  in 
children.  Adults  are  usually  vaccinated  by  their  own  general  practitioner 
and  these  figures  are  not  available. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

This  form  of  protection  against  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the 
schools  on  children  of  13  years  of  age.  289  children  were  skin  tested  and 
229  were  vaccinated. 


Vaccinations  against  Poliomyelitis. 

I  am  graceful  to  Dr.  C.  D.  Cormac,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  supplying  the  undermentioned  figures  relating  to  poliomyelitis 
vaccinations  carried  out  from  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  to  the 
31st  December,  1961  : — 


Persons  born  in  the  years 


61-43  42-33  32-21  Others 


Had  2  Injections 

274 

113 

210 

10 

Had  3  Injections 

1558 

602 

386 

76 

Had  4  Injections 

635 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  the  above  figures  shows  that  3,864 

persons  have 

been 

vaccinated  during  the  period 

with  a  total  of 

11,620 

doses  of  vaccine. 

apportioned  in  the  following  groups  : — 

Total 

Total 

Age  Group 

Vaccinated 

Doses 

1-18  years 

2467 

7762 

19-28  years 

715 

2032 

29  -  40  years 

596 

1578 

Others  in  Priority  Groups 

86 

248 

3864 

11620 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children 

Medical  inspection  of  children  is  carried  out  in  the  Borough  schools 
and  parents  are  invited  to  be  present  at  the  inspection.  Many  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  opportunity  to  discuss  any  problems  regarding  the  childrens 
health.  During  the  year  1707  children  were  examined  and  151  of  them  were 
found  to  have  some  medical  defect.  40  of  these  children  were  referred  for 
treatment.  It  is  unfortunate  that  there  is  an  acute  shortage  of  speech 
therapists  through  the  the  County  and  country  on  the  whole.  A  good  deal 
can  be  done  to  improve  the  speech  of  children  suffering  from  stammer  and 
defects  of  phonation.  It  is  often  a  lengthy  treatment  requiring  patience  on 
the  part  of  both  pupil  and  teacher  but  the  results  are  very  gratifying. 
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Tuberculosis  :  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1961. 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Age  Period 
(years) 


Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


MFMFMF  MF 


0  . 

1  . 

5  .  1 

15  . 

25  1 

35  2 

45  . 

55  2  1 

65+  . 

Totals  ....  15  1 


7  Cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1961.  No  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year  from  this  disease. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Mr.  Brocklebank,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  kindly  given 
a  more  detailed  report  under  this  heading. 

Public  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

Regular  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  were  taken  throughout 
the  year.  During  the  summer  months  a  number  of  unsatisfactory  reports 
were  obtained,  due  to  chlorination  difficulties  in  the  old  storage  reservoir. 
The  dosage  of  the  chlorine  was  adjusted  on  these  occasions.  Since  the  new 
storage  reservoir  has  been  in  use  the  samples  have  been  satisfactory  and 
should  remain  so.  Work  commenced  on  a  new  softening  and  filtration  plant 
at  the  Raithby  Pumping  Station.  This  plant  will  reduce  the  hardness  of  the 
water  and  remove  deposits  of  iron.  The  Borough  Surveyor  reports  as 
follows  : — 

Public  Water  Supply 

“The  new  storage  reservoir  of  1,000,000  gallons  capacity  has 
been  completed  and  is  now  in  full  operation,  giving  more  adequate 
control  of  chlorination  and  preventing  pollution  of  the  samples  from  the 
boreholes. 

The  existing  main  in  Eastfield  Road  has  been  replaced  with  one  of 
longer  diameter  and  new  mains  have  been  laid  in  LindenWalk  and 
Cinder  Lane,  thus  improving  supplies  and  providing  better  fire  fighting 
facilities. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  purification  and  water  softening  plant 
at  Raithby  Pumping  Station;  it  is  hoped  that  this  plant  will  be  in 
operation  by  the  end  of  1962”. 
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Sewerage 

“The  whole  of  the  work  in  Springside  has  now  been  completed, 
consisting  of  a  new  9  inch  diameter  sewer  and  a  15  inch  diameter 
surface  water  drain  which  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  reduction  of 
infiltration  water  entering  the  sewerage  system. 

Talks  have  been  held  with  the  Lincolnshire  River  Board  on  the 
question  of  the  treatment  of  sewerage  and  the  preparation  of  the  scheme 
of  sewerage  disposal  and  new  outfall  sewer  is  proceeding.  It  is  hoped 
that  any  necessary  enquiry  will  be  held  in  mid-1962  and  tenders 
advertised  immediately  afterwards”. 

Swimming  Baths 

All  samples  from  the  swimming  bath  in  Maiden  Row  were  satisfactory. 
The  bath  is  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  new 
bath  will  be  available  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

A  second  school  swimming  bath  was  opened  during  the  year  and 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained.  A  continuous  chlorination  and  filtra¬ 
tion  plant  should  ensure  a  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  be  available  before  the  next  swimming  season. 

Ice  Cream 

Most  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  made  by  firms  of  national 
repute.  Samples  were  satisfactory. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  9  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council.  These 
were  used  for  rehousing  families  from  unfit  houses.  17  houses  were  included 
in  two  Clearance  Areas  and  25  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  service  of 
Demolition  Orders  or  Closing  Orders.  If  a  small  but  steady  flow  of  houses 
being  built  could  coincide  with  houses  being  demolished  it  would  prevent 
many  families  being  obliged  to  remain  in  houses  declared  unfit  for 
occupation. 

In  the  case  of  rehousing  old  people  it  is  important  that  sites  near  the 
town  centre  should  be  chosen  whenever  possible.  In  this  way  the  old  people 
can  be  within  easy  reach  of  shops  and  are  not  isolated  from  their  friends 
and  relations.  The  construction  of  old  peoples  houses  needs  special  attention, 
avoiding  steps,  if  possible,  with  all  rooms  on  the  same  level.  Special  attention 
should  be  given  to  prevent  accidents  in  the  home  by  ensuring  that  fires  are 
adequately  guarded — central  heating  is  preferable  to  open  fires,  with  perhaps 
convector  type  electric  fires  for  use  during  the  summer  months.  When  a 
number  of  houses  or  flats  form  a  unit,  the  presence  of  a  warden  who  could 
render  assistance  in  an  emergency  is  an  advantage. 
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REPORT  OF  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  1961. 


Dr.  Thorpe  has  asked  me  to  submit  a  more  detailed  report  on  the 
environmental  services  for  the  year  1961,  which  is  given  below. 


(1)  Water  Sampling 

Public  Supply 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  116 
Number  of  samples  declared  satisfactory  ....  ....  ....  109 

Number  of  samples  declared  unsatisfactory  ....  ....  7 

Private  Supplies 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Number  of  samples  declared  satisfactory  ....  ....  8 

Number  of  samples  declared  unsatisfactory .  2 

Swimming  Baths 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ....  .  ....  28 

Number  of  samples  declared  satisfactory  ....  ....  ......  26 

Number  of  samples  declared  unsatisfactofy  ....  ....  ....  2 


(2)  Provision  of  Internal  Water  Supplies. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty -five  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  connection 
with  the  provision  of  internal  water  supplies  during  the  year.  A  special 
report  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  December*  1961,  showed 
that  since  the  date  of  the  original  report  in  1959,  an  internal  water  supply 
had  been  provided  to  170  houses.  Requests  for  the  installation  of  further 
supplies  will  continue  to  be  made  and  the  programme  is  expected  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  end  of  1962. 


(3)  Food  Control. 

Inspection  of  Premises. 

The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  entailed  a  total  of  268  visits  which  revealed  26  minor  contraventions 
of  the  regulations.  These  were  dealt  with  informally  during  the  visit. 

The  general  standard  of  food  premises  is  satisfactory,  and  is  being  steadily 
improved  by  repair,  internal  modernisation  and  provision  of  new  premises. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Pasteurised  Milk  —  Number  of  samples  taken  .  20 

Number  of  samples  declared  satisfactory  .  20 

Ice  Cream  Sampling. 

Total  Number  of  samples  taken  ....  ....  ....  ....  26 

Number  of  samples  placed  in  Grade  1  ....  .  17 

Number  of  samples  placed  in  Grade  11  .  9 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  Horses 
&  Pigs 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2040 

177 

91 

10582 

11761 

Number  inspected 

2040 

177 

91 

10582 

11761 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

31 

10 

100 

44 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

180 

27 

2 

161 

901 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
eases  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

9.4 

32.7. 

13.1 

2.4 

8.03 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3 

98 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec  - 
ted  affected  with  tubercul¬ 
osis 

.14 

83 

Cysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

5 

m—mmm 

1 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

_ 

The  information  given  in  the  above  table  calls  for  little  comment  as  it 
is  similar  to  that  included  in  previous  reports. 

One  point,  however,  should  be  noted  :  1961  is  the  first  year  during  which 
no  carcases  inspected  in  a  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  was  found  to  be 
affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis.  Thus  a  condition  which  a  few  years 
ago  made  necessary  the  condemnation  of  large  quantities  of  beef  and  pork, 
is  now  becoming  a  rarity,  due  no  doubt  to  the  eradiction  scheme  which  was 
recently  completed  in  this  area. 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations. 

Consultation  with  slaughterhouse  owners  continued  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  slaughterhouses  to  secure  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Regulations  by  the  “appointed  day”.  Work  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  case  of  one  slaughterhouse,  and  in  the  other  six  cases  final  pr- 
posals  had  been  worked  out  and  approved. 


(4)  Housing. 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year. 

(1)  By  local  authority  ....  . 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


9 

19 
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Inspection  of  dwellinghouses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  137 

(2)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  .  594 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notice. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  local  authority  or  their  officers  ....  10 

Slum  Clearance  —  Procedure  under  Housing  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  or  parts  subject  to  Closing 

Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  .  22 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

confirmed  Clearance  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Housing  Acts  1949-59  —  Improvement  Grants. 

(1)  Standard  Grants.  (a)  Applications  received  ....  10 

(b)  Dwellings  subje  ct  to  grant  6 

(2)  Discretionary  Grants,  (a)  Applications  received  ....  4 

(b)  Dwellings  subject  to  grants  5 


Housing  Survey. 

In  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  a  survey  of  about  four  hundred 
of  the  older  and  smaller  cottages  in  the  district  was  carried  out  in  order  to 
decide  which  houses  should  be  included  in  a  supplementary  clearance 
programme  to  be  commenced  immediately,  and  also  to  provide  a  basis  for 
future  clearance  on  the  one  hand,  and  possible  schemes  of  improvement  on 
the  other. 

As  a  result  of  this  survey,  a  supplementary  clearance  programme  con¬ 
taining  sixty -three  houses  was  adopted  by  the  Council  in  March,  1961. 

If  the  Council  continues  its  present  policy  of  clearance  of  unfit  houses, 
then  the  question  of  redevelopment  of  sites  will  soon  arise.  The  clearance 
areas  dealt  with  so  far  have  not  lent  themselves  to  any  extent  to  reuse  for 
housing  purposes,  nor  has  the  demolition  of  the  houses  left  any  unsightly 
gaps.  In  the  next  few  years  this  will  no  longer  be  true  as  future  clearance 
areas  would  include  groups  of  houses  fronting  on  to  the  streets  and  in  posit¬ 
ions  where  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  land  be  reused  for  housing  pur¬ 
poses.  The  Council  should,  therefore,  think  in  terms  of  the  acquisition, 
clearance  and  redevelopment  of  such  areas  as  well  as  of  building  on  new  sites 
on  the  outskirts  of  town. 

Caravans. 

Three  more  small  sites  have  been  licensed  under  the  new  Act  during 
the  year. 

The  proposed  municipal  site  mentioned  rather  optimistically  in  the  last 
report  has  so  far  failed  to  materialise,  the  delay  being  due  to  objections  to  the 
proposal  from  local  residents.  These  have  not  yet  been  resolved.  There 
is  a  demand  for  this  facility  in  Louth,  which  a  small  well -managed  municipal 
caravan  site  would  meet.  The  lack  of  such  site  makes  the  control  of  caravans 
very  difficult. 
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Refuse  Collection,  Nuisances,  Rodent  Control. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  continued  during  the  year, 
although  the  volume  of  refuse  also  continued  to  grow.  The  difficulties 
which  arise  from  this  situation  will  be  mitigated  by  the  use  of  a  new  larger 
vehicle  which  was  delivered  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Nuisances. 

Details  of  nuisances  which  were  abated  informally  during  the 
are  shown  in  the  table  below: 

Refuse 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  etc . 

Drainage 
Miscellaneous 

Rodent  Control. 

The  rodent  operative  dealt  with  infestations  at  88  dwellinghouses  and 
69  other  premises  during  the  year  in  addition  to  regular  treatment  of  the 
Council’s  own  property,  refuse  tips,  etc.  Routine  surveys  of  blocks  of 
property  were  carried  out  and  two  treatments  of  the  sewerage  system  com¬ 
pleted. 

In  the  late  autumn  a  number  of  heavy  infestations  occurred  in  the  “rural 
fringe”  of  the  Borough.  These  were  part  of  the  extraordinary  infestations 
which  were  general  throughout  the  County.  These  infestations  were  dealt 
with  in  due  course  by  the  rodent  operative.  The  Council  decided  to  train 
another  employee  in  the  rodent  operatives’  duties  to  be  employed  on  a  part 
time  basis  to  cover  holiday  periods  etc.,  and  also  to  allow  additional  time  to 
be  spent  on  survey  and  inspection. 

Factories  Act. 

1.— INSPECTIONS. 

Number  Number  of 

on  written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  notices  prosecuted 


(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  local  Authorities. 

14 

4 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local  Authority 

85 

17 

2 

(hi) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (Excluding 
out -workers’  premises) 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

100 

22 

3 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number 
were  found.  of  cases  in 

-  which  prose - 

Referred  cutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


year 

3 

1 

18 

16 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  — 

(a)  Insufficient  1  1  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  2  2  —  1 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  sexes  —  *  —  —  — 

TOTAL  3  3  —  1 
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Conclusion. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Thorpe  for  his  advice,  and  for  the 
opportunity  of  reporting  in  detail  on  the  year’s  work. 

J.  BROCKLEBANK, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


To  :  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Louth. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  requested  me  to  comment  as  usual 
on  the  rehousing  aspect  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  and  I  am  happy 
to  do  so. 

During  the  year,  33  casual  vacancies  occurred  and  9  new  dwellings  were 
completed.  Of  the  42  dwellings  thus  available  for  letting,  20  were  let  to  Slum 
Clearance  cases,  a  smaller  number  than  the  previous  year  but  a  satisfactory 
proportion  of  lettings. 

Some  40  transfers  and  exchanges  were  carried  out,  so  that  the  total 
number  of  changes  of  tenancy  was  82.  Such  transfers  are  a  means  whereby 
dwellings  suitable  for  a  wider  range  of  Slum  Clearance  families  can  be  provided. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  building  operations  on  20  dwellings  on  the  East- 
field  Road  Estate  were  well  advanced,  but  owing  to  various  delays  no  work 
had  started  on  the  Maiden  Row  grouped  welfare  scheme.  Further  develop¬ 
ment  is  expected  to  take  place  on  the  North  Holme  Road  new  site  but  com¬ 
pletions  cannot  be  expected  during  next  year  for  either  of  these  projects. 

Due  to  this  slowing  down  in  the  rate  of  building  during  the  past  two 
years,  the  number  of  families  to  be  rehoused  from  Slum  Clearance  areas  and 
individual  unfit  houses  represented  to  the  end  of  the  year  had  increased  from 
39  to  51.  This  is  a  greater  number  than  the  whole  of  the  building  prog¬ 
ramme,  which  means  that  some  families  in  the  later  areas  will  have  to  wait  a 
further  two  years  for  rehousing. 

In  addition  the  Housing  Waiting  List  increased  in  number  from  135  to 
177  during  the  year,  54  applications  being  2  years  old  or  more  and  with  so 
few  casual  vacancies  occurring,  many  families  will  be  forced  to  wait  for 
several  years  more  before  being  rehoused. 

It  is,  therefore,  essential  for  the  Building  Programme  to  be  expanded 
as  quickly  as  possible  in  an  effort  to  reduce  the  waiting  time  in  the  future,  not 
only  of  Slum  Clearance  cases,  but  also  of  families  on  the  Housing  Waiting  list. 

The  redevelopment  of  small  areas  in  the  town,  with  suitable  dwellings 
for  older  folk,  deserves  special  consideration  as  an  addition  to  the  development 
of  the  new  North  Holme  Road  site. 

L.  COPELAND, 

Housing  Manager. 
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